
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
HIGHWAYS FORUM FOR CHARNWOOD HELD IN THE ‘WOODGATE CHAMBERS’ 

COURT ROOMS, LOUGHBOROUGH ON WEDNESDAY 30TH MARCH 2011 AT 6.00 PM 
 
 

PRESENT 
 

County Councillors Borough Councillors 

Mr D Snartt (Chairman) Ms J Boker 

Mr P S Harley  Mr P Day 

Mr A M Kershaw  Ms J Hunt 

Mr P G Lewis  Mr K Jones 

Mr J Miah Mr K Pacey 

Mrs M E Newton Mrs B Seaton 

Ms C M Radford Mr G Smith 

Mr R Shepherd   

Mr D Slater   

 
 
The following also attended the meeting: 
 
County officers present: A Warrington, M Sheldrake, A Lorimer, M O’Connor, D R Bradbury.   

 
Borough officer present: T Herrington 
 

129. CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME 
 

The Chairman welcomed Members and officers to the meeting.  He also welcomed 
members of the public and press who were in attendance at the meeting. 
 

130. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr D W Houseman CC and Mr M J Hunt CC. 
 

131. URGENT ITEMS 
 
 There were no urgent items. 
 

132. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

133. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 

Minutes of the previous meeting held on Friday 21st January 2011 were confirmed and 
signed as a true record of the meeting.   
 

134. CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE 
 

The Chairman asked Mr Warrington to update Members on 

a) Departmental Reorganisation 

Mr Warrington explained that the first stage of the department’s reorganisation had been 
completed.  This was to reduce the number of group managers from 12 to 9. 



 

 

Mr Warrington confirmed that he was now the Highways Manager for Leicestershire.  The 
traffic management element of his post would be transferring gradually to a team headed 
by Greg Payne at County Hall. 

The Chairman asked that a briefing note be compiled and sent to Borough Councillors and 
town and parish councils. 

The Chairman asked for questions on the remaining items in the update. 

b) HGV enforcement complaints by district and enforcement 

The Chairman confirmed that he had asked for the information at a previous meeting.  
There were several comments made by Members, these are summarised below. 

Mr D Slater CC – statistics look good on paper however, I live in Old Woodhouse which 
has a 7 1/2 t limit.  There are usually in excess of 3 lorries a day mainly Aggregate/Lafarge 
lorries. 

Mrs M E Newton CC – many lorry drivers use mobile phones whilst driving, this needs 
addressing. 
 
Mr P S Harley CC – the statistics shows that there is a problem in Thurmaston.  Are we 
confident that the signage is up to date and adequate? 
 
Mr P Day BC – do the police respond to all reported contraventions? 
 
Mr K Jones BC – Sileby has a problem with lorries ignoring the 7 1/2 t limit especially along 
Mountsorrel Road. 
 
Mr R Shepherd CC – do the hours of enforcement stated in the note mean that the police 
are actually on site observing? 
 
Mrs C M Radford CC – was surprised that there were not more reported complaints in 
Shepshed, as residents had complained to her. 
 
Mrs B Seaton BC – would it not be possible to have a breakdown within each area of 
Charnwood the actual sites where complaints had been made. 
 
Ms J Boker BC – was surprised that there were not more complaints from the 
Wolds/Wymeswold. 
 
The Chairman asked that a further update come to the next meeting showing figures to 31st 
March 2011, together with the village by village breakdown for Charnwood including each 
individual site.  The Chairman invited Mr Payne to attend. 
 
d) The future of transport in Leicestershire: Launch of the third Leicestershire Local 

Transport Plan (LTP3) 
 
The Chairman asked that a paper come to the next meeting updating Members on LTP3.  
Mrs Newton asked that officers speak to her on LTP3 and bus user problems, especially 
where connections are trying to be met. 
 

135. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS UNDER STANDING ORDER 36 
 

Mr Slater confirmed that an e-petition would be presented to the County Council on 
problems around the traffic island Allandale Road/Woodthorpe Road.  This will come to the 
next Forum meeting. 



 

136. RESPONSE TO PETITION: CATHERINES CLOSE, QUORN, PARKING TO BE 
RESTRICTED TO RESIDENTS AND VISITORS ONLY 

 
The Forum considered a report by the Director of Environment and Transport in response 
to the petition Catherines Close, Quorn. The report was introduced by Mr Lorimer with a 
copy filed with the minutes. 
 
The Chairman asked Members to accept this report and its conclusion that a resident’s 
parking scheme could not be justified for Catherine’s Close. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the report of the Director of Environment and Transport be noted. 

137.  RESPONSE TO PETITION : REQUEST FOR TRAFFIC CALMING ON MANOR ROAD / 
SOUTHDOWN DRIVE / WESTDOWN DRIVE THURMASTON 

 
The Forum considered a report by the Director of Environment and Transport in response 
to the petition Manor Road / Southdown Drive / Westdown Drive Thurmaston.  The report 
was introduced by Mr O’Connor with a copy filed with the minutes.  Mr O’Connor explained 
that officers had investigated the petition and that there had been only one recorded slight 
personal injury accident on Manor Road in 2010.  Funding for schemes to reduce road 
casualties is prioritised on the number of accidents, their pattern and severity.   On this 
basis, funding for a scheme could not be justified. 
 
Mr Harley confirmed that during the last year the scene around Manor Road has changed 
significantly due to improvement schemes undertaken by both the County and City 
Councils.  He asked if anything could be done by the County Council outside of a traffic 
calming scheme. 
 
Mr O’Connor confirmed that the petitioner has been informed of the way in which the 
County Council can support the local community to address their concerns by undertaking 
a Community Speed Watch initiative. 
 
The Chairman supported the initiative.  Ms J Hunt BC supported Mr Harley and confirmed 
that due to the improvements undertaken, motorists use Manor Road as a through road. 
 
Ms Seaton also supported Mr Harley and explained the uniqueness of Manor Road in that 
all the houses have their own driveways, with cars not parking on the road which negates 
the natural slowing of cars on narrow roads. 
 
The Chairman suggested that local residents look to undertake a Community Speed Watch 
initiative. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the report of the Director of Environment and Transport be noted. 

138.  PARKING ON THE PAVEMENT – GRAHAM COMPTON, LEICESTERSHIRE 
CONSTABULARY, TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT TO ATTEND, VERBAL UPDATE 

 
The Chairman thanked Mr Compton for his attendance.  Mr Compton took Members 
through the papers in the handout explaining the Road Safety Partnership. 
 
He emphasised the work undertaken by the partnership in seeking to reduce road 
casualties.  He highlighted the work undertaken in Charnwood by the Charnwood Road 
Safety Committee chaired by Mr R Brown BC. 

 



 

Mr Compton explained that a new document explaining what should be done on parking on 
pavements contained in the handout had gone out to police and community service 
officers.  He stressed that everyone needed to be realistic in addressing the problem.  He 
also highlighted a separate initiative undertaken by the RNIB, Leicestershire Constabulary 
and Charnwood Borough Council with leaflets being provided to residents of Charnwood. 
 
On the issue of enforcement of complaints re HGVs, Mr Compton confirmed that all 
complaints received from residents are acted upon.  He also confirmed: 
- that the agreed number of hours in the service level agreement with LCC had been met 
and the hours were used by officers on site. 

- The signage around HGV areas are continually checked to ensure they are correct. 
 

The Chairman thanked Mr Compton and asked for questions. 
 
Mr K Pacey BC explained problems with cars parking on corners close to the Merton and 
Wreake Valley schools in Syston.  Mr Compton agreed to take these concerns on board. 
 
Mr Sheldrake explained that HGV signs are situated on the edge of an appropriate area 
and do not have repeater signs which can confuse. 
 
The Chairman stated that the RNIB/CBC/Leics Constabulary initiative had been delivered 
by hand to Loughborough residents with leaflets going to Parish Councils and Town 
Councils for distribution in local newsletters to the remainder of the residents of 
Charnwood. 

 
Members asked that a briefing note be prepared for the next meeting by the Borough 
Council on how it was intended to ‘spread the word’.  Mr R Shepherd CC asked if the 
minimum number requirement for undertaking a CSW initiative could be relaxed.  The 
Chairman asked for an update to come to the next meeting. 
 
Ms J Boker BC asked if an email copy of the RNIB initiative could be sent to her. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS  

i) That the verbal report be noted; 

ii) that an update come to the next meeting from Charnwood BC explaining how it was 
proposed to ‘spread the word’ on the pavement parking initiative in Charnwood; 

iii) that officers consider re-looking at the policy for CSW initiatives.  The possible 
relaxation of the minimum numbers required.  Update to the next meeting; and 

iv) that an e-mail version of the parking leaflet be sent to Ms Boker. 

139.  POSSIBLE ROTATION OF MEETINGS 
 
Mr Harley confirmed that the possible rotation of meetings had been suggested at the 
previous meeting as a discussion topic by Mr D W Houseman CC.  Mr Bradbury suggested 
that any alternative venues should meet the following criteria, 
 
- free of charge for use 
- be able to accommodate at least 50 people 
- be able to provide appropriate parking for Members and officers. 
- Meet Health and Safety and Disability requirements. 

Mr A M Kershaw CC suggested that this topic should be discussed at the next meeting. 

The Chairman asked for any proposed venues that met the above criteria be sent to 
himself or Mr Bradbury for inclusion on the next agenda. 



 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the verbal update be noted. 

140.  2010/11 MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMMES 
             
           The Forum considered a report by the Director of Environment and Transport on the 

2010/11 Maintenance and Improvements Programmes. The report was introduced by Mr 
Lorimer with a copy filed with the minutes. 

 
Mr Sheldrake agreed to discuss the re-marking of the white line triangles on speed 
tables/cushions in Syston with Mr Pacey. 
 
 RECOMMENDATIONS 

i) That the report of the Director of Environment and Transport be noted; and 

ii) that officers contact Mr Pacey to discuss the remarking of the white line triangles on 
speed tables/cushions in Syston.       

141. PROGRAMME OF TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS AND SIGNING AND LINING 
SCHEMES – CURRENT POSITION 

 
The Forum considered a report by the Director of Environment and Transport on the traffic 
regulation orders and signing and lining schemes programme.   The report was presented 
by Mr Sheldrake and a copy was filed with the minutes.   
 
Mr Sheldrake confirmed that this was a standard report and with the approval of the 
Chairman asked for questions. 
 
Mr G Smith BC was pleased to see the progress on the TROs identified in the West 
Loughborough Parking Study.  He confirmed that the residents of the Kingfisher estate 
would be pleased.  He explained that he had previously raised Chester Close and parking 
issues and asked officers to consider this.  Mr Sheldrake confirmed that the TROs 
connected with the Eastern Gateway Programme were progressing with the majority of the 
key measures being implemented in time for the autumn 2011.  Mr Lorimer agreed to 
contact Mr P Day BC to update him on the Latimer Street Anstey TRO. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

i) That the report of the Director of Environment and Transport be noted; and 

ii) that officers contact Mr Day to discuss the Latimer Street Anstey TRO. 

142. ON-GOING ACTION STATEMENT 
  

The Forum considered a report by the Director of Environment and Transport on the on-
going action statement.  A copy of the report is filed with the minutes. 
 
The Chairman brought Members up to date with the present position of the 2 outstanding 
on-going actions. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

 That the report of the Director of Environment and Transport be noted. 
 

143. ITEMS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 



 

 There were no current items for future discussion. 
 

144. ANY OTHER ITEMS THE CHAIRMAN HAS DECIDED IS URGENT 
 

There were no urgent items. 
 

145. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 

The Chairman confirmed the date and venue of the next meeting as Tuesday 12th July 
2011 at 6.00pm. 
 

146. CHAIRMAN’S CLOSING REMARKS 
 
The Chairman thanked Members and officers for their attendance at the meeting. 
 
20 March 2011   Chairman 
 
6.00 – 7.20 pm   Date 
 
 

 

 


